
January 25, 2009 The Real Jesus ~ According to the Gospel of Mark Mark 2:1-17 

 “Master Physician”  
 
TWO BIG CONTROVERSIES:  

• A paralytic is brought to him and he declares his sins forgiven! 
 
Mark 2:7  "Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?"  

• A tax collector is recruited by him and he has dinner at his house with many of his scandalous friends! 
 
Mark 2:16  "Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?"  

In answer these questions, Jesus compares himself to a “physician.”  
 
Mark 2:17  "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners."  

NOTES: WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A DOCTOR 
  

1) Try to find a doctor with a good sense of priority 

If you have three medical problems, dandruff, a wart, and bone cancer: you want your doctor to notice all of them and 
pay most attention to the most serious one. 
 
Mark 2:2-5  And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door. And he was 
preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they could not 
get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and when they had made an opening, they let 
down the bed on which the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "My son, your sins 
are forgiven."  

If your doctor demonstrates a different sense of priority, would you agree with him? 
 
Are you inclined to think that you know more than your doctor? “It’s my body. I think I know what I need?” 
Headaches? Heart palpitations? A rash?  
How to gain strength. How to lose weight. How to sleep better at night. How to overcome stress. 
 
Does the same attitude show up in your relationship with God? Are you so sure that you know what you need that you 
would quarrel with God about it? “It’s my life. I think I know what I need!”  
How to increase your happiness. How to improve your marriage. Your finances. 
 
There probably are doctors that don’t have a good sense of priorities, but Jesus isn’t one of them! 
 

2) Try to find a doctor who can actually solve your medical problems Especially your most serious one. 

Mark 2:8-12  And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that they thus questioned within themselves, said to 
them, "Why do you question these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are 
forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, take up your bed and walk'?    
 
Two issues: Does Jesus have authority: the power to rule, the right to make the rules? 
  What are the priorities of Jesus regarding which of your problems are your most serious?  

But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"—he said to the paralytic— "I say to 
you, rise, pick up your bed, and go home." And he rose and immediately picked up his bed and went out before them 
all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying, "We never saw anything like this!"  

CONCLUSION: Jesus IS the Master Physician. “Do you know how hard it is to find a really good doctor?”  
You have now found one: at least you have heard of him! 

 



ACTIONS:  a) Ask him to accept you. 
 
Not the “usual way” we talk about the issue of acceptance. 
 Reveletion 3:20, Jesus standing at the door and knocking refers to his encounter with a church,  
not an individual  Christian. 

Romans 15:7   Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.    
(ESV  “welcomed you”) 

And as he accepts you, he makes you acceptable to God: that  is, he heals you of your most deadly problem! 

1 Peter 2:24  He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 
his wounds you have been healed.  

b) Follow his orders exactly! “Doctor’s orders”!   

Mark 2:14  And as he passed by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, 
"Follow me." And he rose and followed him.  

What percentage of prescription medicines are taken improperly?  (50%! And 30% of the people in ER’s are 
there because they didn’t take their prescription drugs properly!   ( www.healthyontario.com )  
What percentage of Christians actually live in simple obedience to Christ?  

Romans 12:1-3  I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned.  

Your “physician’s” orders regarding: Your body 
     The will (the law) of God 
     Your faith 
 

 


