November 3, 2024 Luke 12:22-34, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Our Giving to God’s Work is a Test of Our Faith

Introduction:

Do not be anxious about your life — Luke 12:22-34

God loves a cheerful giver — 2 Corinthians 92:6-15

Next Week — Joel 1 — Barry Usher



Luke 12:22-34 ESV

22 And he said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will
eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than
clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn,
and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 2> And which of you by
being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a
thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if
God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 22 And do not seek what you are to eat and what
you are to drink, nor be worried. 3° For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your
Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to
you.

32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 ESV

® The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will
also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.® And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. ? As it is written,

"He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”

19 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 1 You will be enriched in every way to be
generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this
service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to
God. 13 By their approval of this service, they will glorify God because of your submission that comes
from your confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for
all others, 1 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon

you. '® Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!



